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The summer is always a busy season for the Food Bank of 
Delaware. Our staff works hard to ensure that children who rely 
on free and reduced-price meals during the school year have 
access to free, nutritious meals during the summer months.

Thanks to partnerships with ConAgra Foods and Giant Food’s 
Our Family Foundation, we were able to explore new ways to 
deliver free meals to children during the summer months. These 
methods are in addition to the traditional way of distributing 
meals through the USDA’s Summer Food Service Program.

The ConAgra Foundation’s $20,000 donation earlier this spring 
made it possible for us to pilot a mobile meals program. 
Monday through Friday, summer meals drivers Lanier Williams 
and Joe Matthews delivered and helped with meal service at 
six sites throughout New Castle County.

The mobile meal program worked on a simple premise. Lanier 
and Joe loaded meals and drinks into their refrigerated vans 
and drove to each site. ConAgra’s generous donation also 
enabled us to hire park coordinators, Bhumika, Calida and 
Tony, to not only help Lanier and Joe with meal service, but also 
organize fun and games for kids living in the communities where 
meals were served.

At each site the drivers set up tables and chairs so the kids 
could sit and enjoy their meal. Once the meal was served, the 
drivers headed to the next site to meet another coordinator for 
the next meal service.

In total, 1,715 meals were served through the mobile meal 
pilot program and three special events were held to build 
awareness of the free meal program to neighborhood families!

Our first awareness event was held at Dickey Park in Newark 
and we received a special guest visit from former NFL kicker, 
Sean Landeta, thanks to the Mid-Atlantic Dairy Council! A 
barbeque lunch was prepared by students from The Culinary 
School and the Food Bank’s nutrition education team hosted 
cooking demonstrations and informational sessions!

In addition to our ConAgra Summer Mobile Meals Program, 
we also finished our third year hosting a Grab and Go program 
sponsored by Giant Food’s Our Family Foundation.

Traditional summer meal programs require children to remain 
on site while they eat. However, through the Grab and 
Go program, children visit a designated location in their 
neighborhood and pick up meals for the day. At the beginning 
of the summer, each program participant received an 
insulated bag and ice packs to carry their meals each day.

Thanks to partnerships with 11 statewide sites, we were able to 
distribute 30,404 Grab and Go meals!

Thanks to the mobile meal program, Grab and Go and the 
traditional summer meal program, we distributed close to 
100,000 meals to at-risk children. A new partnership with five 
libraries allowed us to reach new children who might not have 
access to a summer meal site. 

These meal programs would not have been possible without the 
support of volunteers. Volunteers helped prepare meals in the 
kitchen, pack meals in our volunteer room and helped clean 
coolers upon their return to our warehouses!

Thanks to all who helped us create a hunger-free summer for 
Delaware children!

Hunger-Free Summer

Thanks to the mobile meal program, Grab and Go and the traditional summer 
meal program, we distributed close to 100,000 meals to at-risk children.

Senator Carper had the opportunity to 
visit a summer meal site in Dover. He 
helped distribute meals and played 
games with the children. 



Board of Directors

Happy Holidays from all of us at the Food Bank of Delaware. Can you believe that 2016 is 
almost upon us? 2015 has flown by, and we are proud to close out another successful year. 

Over the past year, our Board of Directors and 
management team have determined that the Food 
Bank of Delaware has outgrown its current space in 
Newark. Parking for volunteers and Culinary School 
students is at a premium. As our programs continue to 
grow, the need for additional space also increases. 

Earlier this year, the state of Delaware received an 
$18.8 million contract to provide comprehensive 
services to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
recipients (food stamps) through Delaware WONDER. 
As a result, The Culinary School, our food service 
training program, will double in size. 

These new realities provided an opportunity for us to evaluate in depth our programmatic 
and space needs for the next decade. We have begun the search for possible options and 
look forward to kicking off a capital campaign in early 2016. 

As always, we remain committed to meeting both the emergency food needs and 
workforce development needs of Delawareans. A new facility will better enable us to 
do this. 

Be on the lookout for more information in the New Year! As always, thank you for your 
commitment to our mission. Wishing you and yours a very happy holiday season and a 
healthy New Year!

Committed to ending hunger, 

 
Julie Miro Wenger    Patricia D. Beebe 
Chairwoman of the Board    President & CEO
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During September’s Hunger Action Month, Food Lion associates remodeled and 
stocked more than 30 pantries across its market. On Friday, September 18, more 
than 12 local Food Lion associates refurbished the Richardson Park Community 
Action Program (CAP) food pantry as part of “The Great Pantry Makeover.”

Food Lion associates spent the day painting, stocking the pantry’s brand-new 
refrigerator with fresh produce donated by the grocer and restocking the 
pantry’s dry storage shelves. In addition to the work, Food Lion provided funding 
to install a new pantry floor and repair the building’s roof. 

“Food Lion is a great partner in our fight against hunger here in Delaware,” said 
Food Bank of Delaware President and CEO Patricia Beebe. “Our food pantry 
partners, like Richardson Park are on the front line directly serving Delawareans 
in need. These renovations were much needed and enable the team at 
Richardson Park to serve the community in a building that is safe.”

Food Lion Great Pantry Makeover

Over the past year, 
our Board of Directors 

and management 
team have determined 

that the Food Bank 
of Delaware has 

outgrown its current 
space in Newark.



Our VisiOn:  
The Food Bank of Delaware is a statewide nonprofit agency whose 
vision is a community free of hunger. We distribute food to the hungry 
people in our community through a network of 620 hunger relief 
program partners.

14 Garfield Way
Newark, DE 19713

www.fbd.org
1040 Mattlind Way
Milford, DE 19963

Holiday Season 
by the Numbers

of pumpkin will 
fill holiday meal 

boxes

of cranberry 
was donated by 
USDA in 2015

6,000
turkeys will be 
distributed to 

families

20,000
boxes of stuffing 
will be distributed 
to families

Representatives from the Walmart Foundation presented a check in the 
amount of $46,875 for the Food Bank of Delaware’s Backpack Program on 
Tuesday, September 29. This donation will enable the Food Bank to provide 
279 children with weekend and holiday meals when school is not in session. In 

addition to the financial contribution, Walmart associates worked alongside 
Food Bank of Delaware volunteers to pack bags full of food for the 

weekend meal program.  

Backpacks are stocked with kid-friendly, nutritious food including 
shelf-stable milk and juice, meals such as macaroni and cheese, 
spaghetti and meatballs and beef stew, granola bars, apple 
sauce, cereal and more. They are distributed on Fridays or the 
last day before a holiday or vacation in a discreet manner at 
Delaware school sites. More than 5,000 children participate 
each week. During the 2014-2015 school year, the Food Bank 
of Delaware distributed 154,886 bags to at-risk children.  

The cost to sponsor a child for an entire school year is $168. 
To sponsor a child, please contact Larry Haas, Development 
Director, at (302) 294-0185 or lhaas@fbd.org.

Walmart Foundation donates $46,875 to 
Backpack Program

Bring Hope to the Table this Holiday Season
Making a financial gift in honor of a family member, friend, business associate in lieu of a 
traditional gift is a great way to make a difference this holiday season! The Food Bank of 
Delaware will provide a card acknowledging that a financial gift to feed the hungry has 
been made in the name of the recipient. 

Food drives are also a great way to ensure the families up and down the state have 
access to a hot meal this holiday season. 

The Food Bank of Delaware is in need of: 
• Canned Vegetables 
• Cranberry Sauce 
• Evaporated/
   shelf-stable Milk 

• Canned Pumpkin 
• Canned Fruit 
• Juice 
• Corn Muffin Mix 

• Mashed Potatoes 
• Gravy 

Donations of frozen turkeys and hams may also be dropped off to the Food Bank’s 
Newark (14 Garfield Way) or Milford (1040 Mattlind Way) facilities. To learn more about 
the holiday food drive, please visit http://www.fbd.org/holiday-food-drives. 

1,000 
pounds

162,492 pounds



New Castle County 
Master Gardeners 
worked hard all 
summer tending to their 
demonstration garden 
outside the University of 
Delaware Cooperative 
Extension office in 
Newark.

Produce grown in the 
garden is donated to the 
Food Bank and Little Sisters of the Poor. Last year, the group 
donated close to 900 pounds.

Master Gardener Rick Judd leads the group of dedicated 
volunteers who spend time weeding, watering, pruning, 
harvesting and more to make sure the demonstration 
garden is in tip-top shape. The garden serves three purposes 
– teaches the community best practices for vegetable and 
fruit gardening, shows how easy it is to compost and provides 
an opportunity for Master Gardeners to donate fresh foods to 
Delawareans in need.

The demonstration garden also features unique ways to grow 
fruits and vegetables, especially if space is limited. Squash and 
cantaloupe are grown vertically on a trellis, beans and Swiss 
chard are grown in plastic containers traditionally used for 
storage and raised beds are home to healthy beets.

Growing Fresh Foods with 
the New Castle County 
Master Gardeners

The SNAP education 
team spent the summer 
hosting Kid C.H.E.F. 
(Cooking, Healthy, Easy 
Foods) classes across 
the state. Youngsters 
at New Knollwood 
Community Center 
had the opportunity to 
make easy pizzas! 

In the Community:

Nineteen foursomes 
spent a day on the links 
as part of the Food Bank 
of Delaware’s second 
annual golf tournament 
to benefit the Backpack 
Program. $53,000 was 
raised to help fight 
childhood hunger. 

The Kent County Farm 
Bureau hosted its first-
ever Kent County’s 
Bounty Farm to Fork 
dinner at Knutsen Dairy 
Farm in Harrington. 
Proceeds from the event 
benefited the Food Bank 
of Delaware. 

Amanda Good, a WIC 
Food Demonstration 
Specialist at the Food 
Bank of Delaware, shows 
visitors to the WIC Clinic 
at the Hudson State 
Service Center how to 
make healthy foods 
using the items on their 
WIC voucher. 

Guests gathered 
at T.S. Smith & Sons 
in Bridgeville for an 
evening of farm-fresh 
foods prepared by 
students from The 
Culinary School, beers, 
wine and live music. 
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The BJ’s Charitable Foundation has awarded the Food Bank 
of Delaware with a $23,500 grant to help increase partner 
capacity building and provide more meals to Delawareans in 
need. In addition to the grant from BJ’s Charitable Foundation, 
Proctor & Gamble has donated $10,000 to help cover shared 
maintenance costs for Food Bank of Delaware partners, fuel 
costs for picking up food donations at retailers, new shelving 
for partner organizations and refrigeration if needed. 

This will be the second BJ’s Charitable Foundation agency 
capacity building grant awarded to the Food Bank of 
Delaware, which works with local agencies (food pantries, 
shelters and meal programs) that help distribute groceries and 
meals to residents who struggle with hunger.  

Those same local hunger agencies, however, are often limited 
by a lack of equipment to move donations and provide safe 
storage for perishable items. Many agencies also encounter 
limited staff availability and training to support more high-
functioning operations. 

The BJ’s Charitable Foundation and Proctor and Gamble grants 
will help those local agencies safely pick up more donated 
product from local supporters and distribute more perishable 
foods to community members in need – a crucial component 
in the fight to solve hunger.

Donors Step Up to Increase 
Partner Capacity


